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ASSAULTS AGAINST PUBLIC OFFICERS 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [9.53 pm]: Last Thursday I tabled a petition in this house 
requesting that the Legislative Council recommend that the government introduce legislation to provide for 
mandatory jail terms for people who use violence against public officers such as police officers, nursing staff and 
teachers. Although I acknowledge that this petition has been or will soon be referred to the Standing Committee 
on Environment and Public Affairs for consideration and report, I simply rise tonight to acknowledge the 
promoter of this petition, Mrs Iris Sander of Caversham, who is a resident of the East Metropolitan Region. It is 
important to note in this house that Mrs Sander, who turned 72 last week—I hope she does not mind me advising 
the house of that fact—gathered thousands of signatures in support of her cause in a very short period of around 
four or five weeks. Mrs Sander told me that she had doorknocked during those very hot summer days that we 
experienced not so very long ago, and set up stalls in shopping centres that were willing to help, to obtain more 
than 4 700 signatures. That is a magnificent feat, but to my mind it also shows the depth of concern within our 
community on this very important issue.  

Mrs Sander wanted to have her voice and the voice of 4 709 people heard in this place on an issue that is very 
important to her and that I also fully support, not only as a Liberal member of Parliament but also, as I have 
often mentioned in this place, as the daughter of two retired police officers. It is not right that in 2005, some 
1 383 police officers were assaulted while carrying out their lawful duties. In fact, it is a disgrace. It is a disgrace 
that there are some members within our community—that is, thugs—who think it is okay to bash police or 
indeed any other public officer who is lawfully serving the Western Australian community.  

I am pleased that a bill has been introduced in the other place by the member for Hillarys that seeks to introduce 
new laws for mandatory minimum sentences for people who assault public officers, which is exactly what Mrs 
Sander is seeking. I hope that the government supports this bill. Time will tell, but a positive response seems 
very unlikely. That would indeed be very disappointing.  

I conclude by once again commending Mrs Sander for her drive and enthusiasm. She is an example of a member 
of the community who has stood up for something that she believes in. Indeed, it is a strength of our democratic 
process that she and others in our community can bring issues, whatever they may be, directly to the Parliament 
and to this place. Mrs Sander should be acknowledged for her commitment to this most worthy cause.  

House adjourned at 9.56 pm 
__________ 

 
 


